Vasodilator therapy.
Vasodilators are a group of drugs with various degrees of arteriolar or venous dilatation used in the treatment of congestive heart failure when symptoms persist after digoxin and diuretic therapy. Nitrates and captopril provide the most consistent improvement in symptoms. Reduced mortality rates in congestive heart failure with vasodilator therapy has not been demonstrated, and prediction of clinical response to therapy is difficult.